
Dear Members of the MPS community, 

I’m contacting you with more announcements as we prepare for a ‘soft launch’ of our interim learning 
work on Thursday, March 26. Thank you to the staff who distributed Chromebooks at Illing today and 
to parents and guardians who were patient despite long lines.  Here is some important information for 
today. 

Chromebook Distribution 

Today, we distributed more than 500 devices at Illing and there was a backup of vehicles in the 
morning. We have decided not to use Bennet as a pickup site because of traffic concerns around the 
Bennet campus. Illing’s large parking lot makes it a better pickup site. 

Location Change: Wednesday, March 25  from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Illing Middle 
School not Bennet Academy 

Any family with a child in grades 3-8 that needs a Chromebook, whether you indicated you needed 
one during the recent phone call with their child’s teacher or not,  is welcome to check out a school 
device. Please have your student’s ID or the ID number with you to speed up checkout and minimize 
contact. 

Chromebook Pick Up 

If you are driving, please stay in your car, in line until you get to the front table at which point 
someone will come to your car. 

If you are walking, please keep the recommended 6 feet of space between you and other family 
groups in the walking line.  Please keep the number of people who come to pick up a Chromebook to 
a minimum, but be mindful not to leave young children home unattended. 

If you are unable to leave your home or if you cannot come during these pickup locations/times, 
please send an email to infosys@mpspride.org. 

We will share more information tomorrow about the possibility of devices for PK-2 students. In the 
event that we are able to provide devices for PK - 2 students, device pick up would be Friday, March 
27 and take place at Illing. 

Chromebooks for High School Students 

Grade 9-12 Chromebook distribution remains scheduled for Thursday, March 26 from 11:00 a.m. - 
1:00 p.m.  

Pick up is at Manchester High School, using the student parking lot off Brookfield Street. This is a 
change from the original plan to use the main entrance on East Middle Turnpike 

Students in grades 9-12 report to MHS to get chargers, turn in a broken device for a loaner or pick up 
a device if you left your device at school. Please bring your ID or be ready to show a picture of it on 
your phone. 

Science Fair and Invention Convention 
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We have not made a decision about the District Science Fair, which was scheduled for March 28 but 
has been postponed indefinitely so please have your child hang onto their boards and materials for 
their experiment/invention. 

For those of you who responded “yes” to attending the Connecticut Invention Convention (CIC), 
please note that the event has been moved from UCONN Storrs to an online platform. Details about 
the online platform and dates for the CIC online competition have not been shared with districts. We 
will provide information as soon as we know more.  

Standardized Testing 

The state got a waiver from the federal government and there will be no further summative 
standardized testing this academic year. Since many students in Grade 11 use the Connecticut SAT 
School Day for college acceptance/placement, the CSDE will work closely with the College Board to 
determine how best to afford all students the opportunity to take an SAT assessment either this 
spring or sometime in the future and will be administered at no cost to families. 

AP Testing is still planned for May. More information to follow. 

Interim Learning Opportunities 

All teachers from prekindergarten through grade 12 will have set up a Google classroom by 
Thursday, which is when our formal interim learning opportunities work will begin with a soft launch. 

On Thursday, March 26 and Friday, March 27 teachers will be connecting with students in Google 
Classrooms. Instructions on how to access Google Classroom will be communicated tomorrow 
evening and students will be given activities that include a ‘scavenger hunt’ that’s designed to help 
them learn how to use the Google Classroom. This will allow us to have more opportunities for 
learning in place starting next Monday, March 30.  

Use of Google Classroom is new for some staff and students so please be patient as we get the 
classrooms set up. 

We are working to ensure that as many students as possible have a device at home as well as 
internet access. But in homes where that’s not the case we will support students through phone calls 
and paper handouts, etc. 

I hope you are safe and well. 

Sincerely, 

Matt Geary 

 


